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Alison Vaughn
Entrepreneur 
Public Speaker 
Community Advocate

Alison Vaughn is an award winning entrepreneur, and founder 
and CEO of Jackets for Jobs, Inc., a nonprofit organization 
that provides employment etiquette, career skills training 

and professional clothing to low-income individuals. Since opening 
its doors in 2000, Jackets for Jobs has assisted more than 21,000 
individuals in their pursuit of employment. This high profile 
organization has been recognized by ABC’s “The View,” NBC’s “Today 
Show” and Oprah’s O Magazine. In 2007, Jackets for Jobs caught 
the attention of retail giant T.J. Maxx with whom the organization 
has since partnered. In 2013, Jackets for Jobs opened an office in 
Botswana (Africa). Vaughn represented the organization on the floor 
of the NASDAQ where she rang the closing bell in 2006 and 2014.
A Detroit native, Vaughn is a sought-after public speaker nationally 
and internationally. In the fall of 2014, she was chosen to speak at the 
World Islamic Economic Forum in Dubai, UAE on the rise of women 
entrepreneurs. Vaughn has inspired audiences with her insights 
on advocacy, entrepreneurism, empowerment and workforce 

development including area churches, civil rights organizations, 
corporations and non-profits, conference attendees, schools and 
universities and women’s groups.
Vaughn was the 2011 co-chair of the 56th Annual Detroit NAACP 
Fight for Freedom Dinner, the largest sit-down dinner in the country 
annually drawing 10,000 attendees. The dinner is known for its 
distinguished keynote speakers, including U.S. Presidents Barack 
Obama and Bill Clinton; the Honorable Hillary Clinton; the Honorable 
Colin Powell; and actor Danny Glover.
A member of the Association of Image Consultants International 
(AICI), Vaughn is a co-author of the book Inspired Style. This guide 
to glamour at any age features Vaughn and other top image experts 
sharing tips to help women look and be their best. She has also 
contributed articles on image, style and business etiquette for local 
newspapers.
Vaughn earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Michigan State 
University and graduated from The Women’s Campaign School at 
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Yale University, sponsored by Yale Law School. She is a member 
of Distinguished Women in International Service, Gamma Phi 
Delta Sorority and Top Ladies of Distinction. Vaughn is a Eureka 
Communities Fellow, active with the NAACP and was a 2006 
candidate for the Michigan State Senate. Vaughn is a Goldman 
Sachs Scholar, a graduate of the investment firm’s 10,000 Small 
Businesses Program that provides entrepreneurs with a practical 
business education, access to capital and business support services. 
She is one of Martha Stewart’s “Dreamers into Doers,” a group of 
entrepreneurs who have turned their dreams into reality. 
Having received numerous accolades, in 2007, Vaughn was named 
“Entrepreneur of the Year” by Alabama A & M University, and 
“Businesswoman of the Year” by the National Association of Negro 

Business & Professional Business Women in 2009. That same year, 
the Michigan Chronicle honored Vaughn as a Woman of Excellence, 
and Lakeshore Engineering recognized her with its “Leaders, Legends 
& Luminaries” award.
Vaughn has been listed in the Who’s Who of Black Detroit for 
three years and the Who’s Who Among Female Executives. She is 
a recipient of the Community Service Award from the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, and the Humanitarian Award from the Top Ladies of 
Distinction.
In her spare time, Vaughn enjoys traveling, reading and attending 
sporting events—never missing a Detroit Lions home game. She is a 
member of Word of Faith International Christian Center.

Author of the book:  
Ms. Goal Digger:  
Success is Sexy!  
is a tell-all guide 
for today’s 
businesswoman  
who wants to get 
what she wants for 
herself, by herself. 

Co-author of the 
book:  
Inspired Style.  
“Looking Great  
at Any Age”  
provides practical 
advice on how to  
dress for your age 
and personal style,  
and maintain your 
perfect image at any 
age. 
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huFFINGTON POST blOGGEr 
& MEMbEr OF ThE NATIONAl 
ASSOcIATION OF blAck 
Journalist (naBJ) 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/alison-vaughn
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Proud to Serve

WhAt otherS Are SAying

Career Mastered’s  
Michigan Advisory Board (2017) 

Career Mastered’s  
Michigan Honoree (2016) 

Guest of Oprah’s  
“Life You Want” Tour (2014)

Women in Small Business  
Summit Speaker (2016) 

Alison Vaughn, Founder and CEO 
Celebrating 17 years of Service Goldman Sachs Scholar (2014) 

Proud Appointee to the 2017 
National Association of Nonprofit 
Organizations & Executives Board 

of Governors (2016) 

Top 10 Michigan Business  
Women Awards (2016) 

Guest of Tracy Reese Show  
New York Fashion Week (2015) 

Rang Closing Bell at 
NASDAQ 2014) 

“Alison Vaughn understands what it takes to be successful!  
She leads by example, committed to empowering people 

 across the globe to look and feel their best.”

Camille, Executive Director Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small 
Businesses, Detroit

“I have known Alison since we were both fresh out of college 
and she has always been passionate about empowering  

women to their best lives. “

Shaun, Emmy Award-winning journalist,  
TV Personality, Philanthropist and Author 

“Ms. Vaughn’s approach to “sexy” success is the 
quintessence of who she is; delightful, honest, 

authentic, charming, savvy and efficacious. She is such 
an inspirational role model, helping many change their 
lives while achieving great success in her many roles 

with elegant, style and class.” 

Csrole, M.Ed. Miss USA 1990 
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alisonvaughnspeaks@gmail.com
avaughn@jacketsforjobs.org
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